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was as beneficial to Lady Annabel as to her daughter. The season was gay, the place was pleasant; and although they were only a few miles from home, in a house with which they were familiar, and .their companion one whom they had. known intimately all their lives, and of late almost .daily seen; yet such is the magic of a change in our habits, however slight, and of the usual theatre of their custom, that this visit to Marringhurst assumed quite the air of an adventure, and seemed at first almost invested with the charm and novelty of travel.
The surrounding country, which, though verdant, was flat, was well adapted to the limited exertions and still feeble footsteps of an invalid, and Venetia began to study botany with the Doctor, who indeed was not very profound in his attainments in this respect, but knew quite enough to amuse his scholar. By degrees also, as her, strength daily increased, they extended their walks; arid at length she even mounted her pony, and was fast recovering her .elasticity both of body and mind. There were also many .pleasant books with which she was unacquainted; a cabinet of classic coins, prints, and pictures. She became, too, interested in the Doctor's rural pursuits ; would watch him with his angle, and already meditated a revolution in his garden. So time, on the whole, flew cheerfully on, cer-.tainly without any weariness; and the day seldom passed that they did not all congratulate themselves on the pleasant and profitable change,
In the meantime Venetia, when alone, still recurred to that idea that was now so firmly rooted in her mind, that it was quite out of the power of any social discipline to divert her attention from it. She was often,the sole companion of the Doctor, and she had long" resolved to seize a fovourable opportunity to appeal to him on the subject of her father. It so happened that she was walking alone with him one morning in the neighbourhood of Marringhurst, having gone to visit the remains of a Roman encampment in the immediate vicinity. When they had arrived